Sample Outline
I. INTRODUCTION
A. Set the Mood 

1. Begin with a lead: In life, we face times of hardships and difficulties.    
2. Evaluate the universal appeal of facing times of hardships and difficulties.    
3. Setting context, tying in topic: Existentialism emphasizes uniqueness and isolation. Jean Paul Sartre, Soren Kierkegaard, and Friedrich Nietzsche are the main philosophers regarding existentialism.  
4. Plot summary: Camus’ The Stranger and Weir’s The Truman Show are existential stories  



where both protagonists suffer from the alienation of society and must persevere  



through trials as they finally reach existential freedom


5. Thesis statement: By analyzing the lives of Meursault and Truman, the existential themes of nothingness and alienation affect the reactions of the two, who are able to overcome it  and progressively reach existential freedom.

II. BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS  
           

  A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement: Facing nothingness, Meursault and Truman understand they must find themselves.
2. Example: For example, Meursault said, “Maman died today or yesterday maybe.  I don’t know…” (Camus 3

3. Explanation: This shows he understood death was natural so had no reason to mourn.
4. Example: For example, “The deepest inwardness of the human being is  …passionate choice… ” (Kierkegaard par. 1).  

5. Explanation: This shows that for Meursault, there was no reason to mourn
6. Example: For example, Truman yells at Meryl, “What the hell has that got to do with anything … ? (Weir 60)  
7. Explanation: This shows Truman is further reduced into nothingness.
  B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Meursault and Truman both face trials of alienation from society.
2. Example: For example, Chaplain explains, “He wanted to talk to me about God again. … (Camus 120).

3. Explanation: This shows how he understood life and how God was not a part of his.  
4. Example: For example, Christof tells Truman, “You can leave if you want.  I won’t try to stop you. …  (Weir 97).  
5. Explanation: This shows he has been alienated from the outside world.
  C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Meursault faces most difficult time in life, yet reaches existential freedom.  
2. Example: For example, Meursault states “So close to death, Maman must have felt free … (Camus 120).

3. Explanation: This shows Meursault understood his mother as she neared death
4. Example: For example, he stated, “Finding it so much like myself- so like a brother, really…  (123).
5. Explanation: This shows howhe became less alone from life.  
6. Example: “In the state of existence of freedom … (Sartre par. 2).  

7. Explanation:  Those were the thoughts and reactions that Meursault had as he was executed.
  D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Christof tries to keep Truman from finding truth, yet he reaches existential freedom.  
2. Example: For example, Christof tells him, “Truman, there’s no more truth out there … (Weir 98).  

3. Explanation: This shows how Truman has already reached existential freedom
4. Example: For example, “In case I don’t see you – good afternoon, good evening and good night” (98).  
5. Explanation: This shows how Truman had become his own individual
III. CONCLUSION
A. Close the Mood   
1. Restatement of thesis: By analyzing the lives of Meursault and Truman, they are able to overcome existential   
nothingness and alienation and ultimately reach freedom.  
2. Evaluation: Both men no longer let others define them and they were able to define  
themselves as they overcame nothingness and alienation.  
3. Analogy or figure of speech:   Both men no longer let others define them and they were able  
to define themselves as they overcame nothingness and alienation.   
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